dttgndance & Financials

The year ended on a positive note both financially and attendance. We saw increases in both areas. Fi-
nancially our year ended ahead of budget. On the expense side we were under-budget and ended up in
the black for the year. The reason is that we did not spend beyond our means was by not hiring crucial
positions such as a youth minister or music director.

2009 Budget 2009 Actual Dec. 2009 Faith Budget
2010
Income $139,600 $163,749 $16,047 $178,775
Expense $170,160 $153,381 $14,250 $197,225
Difference < $30,560> $10,368 $1,797 <$18,450>

In the area of attendance we showed a 12% growth this year. We added new members and families.
Over the past 2 1/2 years we have shown a 30% increase in attendance.

2007 2008 2009
Annual Avg. Sun Attendance 116 144 163
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THE EPISTLE TO THE ELIZABETHANS

Prom the Rector:

Psalm 34:1-9 [ will bless the LORD at all times,
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. * My
soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble
hear and be glad. ° Oh, magnify the LORD with
me, and let us exalt his name together!

As looked back over the past year, I could not think
of a better Psalm to express our gratitude and
thanksgiving to God, for what He has done and

aconate. This too was a bench-
mark event. Lori is the first per-
son who started the ordination
process at St .g
ordained.

I believe this is just the beginning of what God is
doing at St. Eli zabet
will be as fulfilling and blessed as this past year has

what He is doing at Stbeen Bithithe fauldetionhwe cirrently hlava, thd

annual meeting we celebrated what God had done
here. This year brings forth another year of great
blessing. Over the past year, I cannot recall a
month that we did not have something happening.
So I want to take a moment to briefly reflect on
what has happened and prayerfully look ahead to
theup-comi ng year at St.

First, it is not hard to see that we are growing in
numbers. Over the past two and half years since I
arrived in July 2007, the average Sunday atten-
dance (ASA) has grown from 116 to 163 this year.

But numbers are not everything. It is what we
have done over the past year that has amazed me. It
i s evident that God’ s
year we have added a much needed new roof and
increased awareness in our community through so-
cial events held at the parish. We had a fashion
show, Shrove Tuesday, Light up your Grill Night,
parish picnic, and the pet blessing, just to name a
few. In November and December there were two
great events that capped off the year. In November
we celebrated our 25™ Anniversary with a big gala
which included dinner and dancing. Then in De-
cember our own Lori Hoey was ordained to the Di-

future is promising. We will continue to have our
social outreaches. We will continue to improve our
facility and we continue grow in our relationship
with the Lord and others. We will continue our
Praise, Prayer and Healing and we will begin to ex-
plore the possibility of doing a mission trip to Hon-
diarhs to zuppbrteodr dompanion Diocese.

The question is how? The answer can be found in
three |little words.. W
Through our worship we express our thanksgiving,
love and gratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ. And it
is a time of refreshing. Growing is not about nu-
merical growth. It is about growing in your knowl-
edge and understanding of who God is and deepen-
ity gour eklationship with &lim. Thishappe@dv e r
through Bible studies, home groups and teachings.
And finally, Serve —to serve God through the gifts
He has given you. It is to be active in church and
touching lives all around you, just as He has
touched you.

2009 was an exciting
will bring when we step out in faith and trust
God ... P’SMysoudmakes its boast in the
LORD:; let the humble hear and be glad.
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Ordination to the Diaconate : grace, and strengthen them to glorify God in this

Mrs. Lori Hoey was ordained to the Diaconate on  life and in the life to come.

December 12, 2009, at the Cathedral of St. Luke The work of a Deacon is a Special mlnlstry of ser-
in Orlando. Deacon Lori is the first person to be-  vanthood under the bishop, to serve the poor, the

gin the or di nvgak,the pickgapd thedonelyg Asadepgpn in the s |

Her journey to ordination required two years of re- Church, you are to study the Holy Scrlptures:, )
seek nourishment from them, and model their life

upon them. A deacon makes Christ and his re-
demptive love known, by their word and example,
through the | nestliobetaridng whom ol 1ive, nidiwerk, iargin
Studi es. Upon her or di rwamshipo A deacandintarprets tophe «huéch the e -
quest, Bishop Howe assigned her to serve here at  n€eds, concerns, and hopes of the world. A dea-

con assists the bishop and priests in public wor-
ship and in the minist
Sacraments, and carries out other duties assigned

to them from time to time. At all times, their life

The answer is yes there is a difference in the and teaching are to sh
sense of calling to the ministry. It is based on  serving the helpless, they are serving Christ him-
Acts 6:1-4. Now in these days when the disci-  self.

ples were increasing in number, a complaint by
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews be-
cause their widows were being neglected in

the daily distribution. ° And the twelve sum-
moned the full number of the disciples and
said, "It is not right that we should give up
preaching the word of God to serve tables.
Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and
of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.
* But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to
the ministry of the word."

process of

ligion and scripture studies and a year in the School
of the Diaconate. All the courses were offered
Di oceseds

St . Eli zabet hds.

Priest.. Deacon: Is there a difference?

From the Deaco

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. As we celebrate our new year with
new found friends, activities and the hope of new be-
JAYYAYy3IaAaT LQR fA1S G2 Gl ¢
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had its ups and downs but the spiritual world at St.
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couragement of Father Dave, we have all come to-
gether with love, friendship, support and kindness in
fellowship and in worship. We have cared for our
brothers and sisters in need both within the church and
without. We have supported The Source, The Ecumeni-
cal Council, Operation Christmas Child and our Mission-
aries James and Mary. However, our work is not nearly
complete. Itis my prayer that as the year progresses,
we find ourselves getting more involved with helping

: one another and offering our assistance to the commu-
old, strong and weak, rich and poor. You are to . . : . )
nity in, which we live. | myself logk forward to wqrship-

preach, to declare Gg.ggonhgWhihFoh af. AIWE rtinue tobelk S

in the administration of Holy Baptism and in D2RO& LINBASYOS Ay 2dzNJ £ AO¢
the celebration of tRe nDustegi a8 FvysEb & syt

Body and Blood, and to perform other minis-  presence should be our main focus and priority in our
trations entrust to you. And a priest is to nour-  lives and we as faithful servants should illuminate his

i sh Christ’s people f2@®SmAYy h2dz2Nd iR¢ hfeds s0f 1 Pi d
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In the Book of Common Prayer you find the
examination of a Priest (p. 531) and Deacon
(p. 543). It states the task of the priest is to
proclaim by word and deed the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, love and serve the people among
whom you work, caring alike for young and

Wnniversarigs

Casey & Patty Mashkow
Irving & Nell Ray
Miguel & Daisy Williams

January 15th
< January 16th
January 30th

Bernard & Diane Garrison
Christopher & Barbara Ebinal
Jim & Bonnie Orem

Moraima & Joseph Serpa

Ray & Lulu McBride

February 4th
February sth
February 16th
February 18th
February 27th

March 14th Joe & Laurel Milstead

March 26th Richard & Dorothy Pearson
March 29th Gerald & Roberta Crotts
March 30th William & Katherine Groepler

Prayers of our People

for thosg who arg ill and for thosg associated with our parish family

Barbara Fretz Irene Traficante

Bernard Janssen Kathy Chin
Pat Kirby Austin
Angela Barrett Hunter
Luz DeLaHoz Samantha
Chris LaFalace Anthony
Bernie Garrison Amber
Patience Walters Luke
Joan DiMaina Kimberly




Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan 11
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 12
Jan 15
Jan 15
Jan 15
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 22
Jan 23
Jan 23
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 25
Jan 28
Jan 29
Jan 30
Jan 30
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Feb 1
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
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Athena Adams
Helen Gouldthorp
Chrissie Grimison
Emily Snipes
Barbara Banfield
Ryan Pampel
Brooke Grimesey
Tna Benjamin
Jane Kluppenberg
William Groepler
Judy Mastro
Bernard Garrison
Doris Lavoie
Nancy Galuppo
Laura Goodger
George Mashkow
Sal Mineo Jr.
Tina Rose

Anna Denley
Paul Emmetts
Marvrie Sanderson
Patty Mashkow
Sarah Stone
Mary Ingui
Mimi Scott

Gavin Rafuls
Ryan Rafuls Jr.
Barbara Ross
Timothy Hill
Jim Bonet

Bob Mastro
Mary Arnold

Emily Slawski
Anne Stapleton
Barbara Fretz
Andrew Hallock
Christina Knight
Mary Paquette
Miguel Williams

Birthdays

a

Feb 8
Feb 9
Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 15
Feb 16
Feb 16
Feb 16
Feb 18
Feb 21
Feb 26
Feb 26
Feb 26
Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 27
Feb 28

March 1
March 6
March 6
March 7
March 9
March 11

March 11

March 12
March 13
March 14
March 16
March 16
March 17
March 20
March 20
March 25
March 27
March 28
March 28
March 31

March 31

March 31
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Alice Stone
Fdwin Howlett
Bill Fretz

James Sleep
Geren Bruce
Bernard Janssen
Rich Kurowski
Jim Lewis
William Clemons
Myron Goodrich
Jordan Milstead
Dorothy Pearson
Kathleen Ross
Anthony Sperling
James Herndon
Mary Ann Page
Charlotte LaTFalce

Fayne Oberst
Mariska Slawski

Norma Washington

Jane Smith
Casey Mashkow
Kathy Chin
Norma McMullen
Brice Pampel
Barbara Sevigny
David Newhart
Cynthia Chan
Raelyn Macera
Joseph Stone
Sharon Bean
Janet Conjura
Dave Miller
Fannie Salerno
Barbara Ebinal

Ronald-Glen Rupchis

David Bean
Joseph Stone Jr.
Barbara Wentz

Celebration of a New Ministry

Deacon Lorios Cel ebrati.

Service has been scheduled for Sunday, January
31st. The service will be part of the 10am Holy
Eucharist. At this time Deacon Lori Hoey will be

i nstalled to St.
are welcome to attend.

Soup Suppers and Lenten Teachings

Our soup supper series will begin on
Wednesday, February 24th. A supper of soup,
fruit, and bread, as well as some other health-
ier choices, will begin each Wednesday eve-
ning at 6pm.

Christian Formation:

Deepening our relationship with God requires
us to grow in our knowledge of Him. One
way to do this is through Bible and book stud-
ies, attending teachings between the services
and other teachings when they are offered.
Here are some of the teachings currently avail-
able or coming soon.

Adult Sunday Christian formation is offered at
9:15AM between the Sunday services. Cur-
rently Fr. Dave is doing a teaching

El i zabe

called “Confessing the Faith.” When say
the Nicene Creed every Sunday or the
Apostle's Creed we say "I believe in..."
God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit. Through this study you gain a
deeper understanding of the creed, how we
live into the creeds and sacraments. Each
week we discuss something new so if you
miss a week don't worry you won't be
lost....

Wednesday night Lenten teaching: Fr.

Dave wil| be teachi ng

0 v e—THis study will explore the original

Passover, what God teaches through the

gaﬁsover what the lga\%lsove was 1%(6 irrl the

fime of éhris?, the anclent Seder and the 7

Last Supper, and the modern Seder. On

Maundy Thursday we are planning to have

a Seder. Through this study you gain a

fegpersundergtandingopits signidigance ¢ n .

and a deeper relationship with God.

Deacon Lori wild|l begi

Pl ace” a Christ cent e

God’'s Way. "’ Bet h Moo
tr
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changing program wi
teachings wil/ be o
at noon and at 7PM beginning Feb. 17"

The cost for the book is $5 and it open to
those outside the church. So invite a friend

to come to this powerful study.

Home Groups: There are currently two

home groups, one meeting on Monday

night and the other i
group meeting on Tuesday night. The

Monday night group is exploring the vari-

ous sections of the Bible i.e. the Penta-

teuch, prophets, writings, and New Testa-

ment. It focuses on the importance of each
section. The Tuesday night study will be
starting a new book ¢
Heart in a Martha Wor
office to get more information on these

studies.



{nnual Mggting and Potluek lsunchgon

The annual parish meeting will be held on January 24th at 12pm. We will begin with a
potluck luncheon with the meeting to follow. We will be electing new vestry members,
hearing reports from the various ministries, reviewing the 2010 budget, as well as learning
the long range plans for our church. Members in good standing will be allowed to vote for
three new vestry members. Vestry candidates are Ken Dean, Jim Bonet, and Joe Milstead.
Everyone is encouraged to attend this important and informative meeting. The sign up
sheet for the potluck luncheon is on the bulletin board in the hallway.

Seni or Wardenos

From Kay DiStefano

Report

This is my last newsletter article as your Senior Warden as my term is ending this month. I want to thank all
of our parish family for your cooperation and willing participation during these past two years. Serving on
the Vestry has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life, and being a part of the transformation
that has taken place at St. Elizabethds has
build community, and be a light to Sebastian and beyond, all to the glory of God.

bee

Two memorable highlights of 2009 were our 25" Anniversary Dinner in November, and the Ordination of
Lori Hoey as a Deacon in December. We are truly blessed to have Lori serving us in this new capacity.

My closing prayer and wish for each of you is to seek a closer walk with God, and to use your time and spiri-
tual gifis to help build the Kingdom and glorify God.

God bless you and keep you and give you His love;
God prosper your labor with help from above.

Be His strength in your arm and His love in your soul,
His smile your reward and His glory your godl.Anon.

News from the €CW

The fall of 2009 was a busy time for the ECW. The Christmas luncheon at the River
Grill was a lot of fun and a big success. The rummage sale raised $1594 and the Avon fund-
raiser to benefit the roof fund netted $836. The ECW uses these proceeds for our newspa-
per advertising, outreach to various charities, and to fund special projects and extraordi-
nary expenses, as the come up within the church.

Last yeard6s Christmas stockings wil/ be
week. The stockings are used to collect your spare dimes to support the ECW. New stock-
ings for 2010 are available in the Narthex.

The January meeting will be held on Saturday the 16th. Everyone is asked to bring in
supplies, cleaning items, and paper goods to stock up our kitchen for the coming year.

The Card and Game Party will be held on February 13th at 12:30pm. The party will fea-
ture finger foods and door prizes. The tickets are $8 and can be obtained from ECW mem-
bers.

col |l ec

Bits & Pigces

Volunteers Needed for

" Pancake Supper

Our third annual pancake supper

f f will be held on Shrove Tuesday,

February 16th from 5:30pm to
7:30pm. The suggested donation is $3 per per-
son or $10 per family, maximum. The donation
will be taken at the door. We hope you will
take this opportunity to invite your friends to
supper.

Pictorial Directory

We are continuing to work on the new picto-
rial directory for the congregation. Pictures are
being made by and Olan Mills photographer.
Many folks already have their pictures back and
are pleased with the results. We will be taking
pictures again on Tuesday January 19th and
Wednesday January 20th. We are hoping to get
pictures of ALL our members, the year around

Volunteers are needed for set up, clean up, reS|dent§, as well as, our wmte'r visitors. If
mi xi ng, cooking and se.l \Y(?U%f"i‘jﬁ'lyhas'f“?ﬂé?thl@‘pearp'ﬁt'ére Wﬁgel’ | ow-
ship is coordinating t hipleasesgmup Brsatireeos the bulletin oard in
Youth Group and the ECW will also be involved. the hallway. Each family will receive a free
We hope that you will plan to help your parish 8x10. There is no obligation to purchase addi-
for a few hours that night. There is a sign up tional pictures. Everyone is looking forward to
sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway. , . i

finally being able to match names with faces.

[ N } The new directory will be available in the spring.

Ash Wednesday Services
February 17, 2010

12 noon & 7pm
Holy Fucharist
with the
Imposition of Ashes

[ ———

Diocesan Convention

2010 Offering Envelopesid 200Contribution
Statementare available in the Narthex. Please
see an usher or greeter to obtain your envelopes
and statements.

Our Daily Breadlevotional booklets are now lo-
cated in the Narthex. Please enjoy this daily devo-
tional. Suggested donation is $1.

The Diocese of Central Fl &nual
convention on January 29th and 30th in Lakeland.
Those attending from St.

Dave, Deacon Lori, Kay DiStefano, Janet Mande-
ville, and Chrissie Grimison. There will be elections to
the Standing Committee and the Diocesan Board.
We ask your prayers for our delegates as they contem-

plate many important issues facing our church. Father
t he colnvent Celabratipn and hup atithee
study, held between the services, after the convention 25th Anniversary Dinner

Dave will report on pastord




